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A FORMULA OF FEAR 


BRITAIN’S NEW 
“DEFENCE” POLICY 


By Victor Yates, MP 


No pacifist and no opponent of conscription was called upon to speak in last 
weck’s Commons debate on the Defence White Paper. Mr. Victor Yates and Mr. 
George Thomas both sought to raise this with the Deputy Speaker. In the follow- 
ing article, Mr. Yates indicates something of what he might have said had he been 
permitted to speak in the debate. 
TINHE Government’s policy on Defence for 1954 outlined in the White Paper 

differs significantly from that outlined in the White Paper in 1953. Then, 
our supreme object was to prevent a third world war by resisting the Communist 
campaign known as the cold war, and together with our allies preparing against 
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any risk of a direct attack upon us. 
Not so today! 


We are told on Government authority “the long-term aims of world Communism 
appear to be unaltered,” and therefore, “it is the Government’s view that the continua- 


tion for a long period of the present state of 

cold war is now more likely than the out- 

break of a major war, on any particular date.” 
CHANGE OF VIEW 

The building of an effective deterrent 
against a major aggression is now only of 
secondary consideration. “ First,” says the 
White Paper, ‘““we must maintain our resist- 
ance to ‘world Communism.’ ” 

When I first read those words I rubbed my 
eyes and wondered whether I was still in 
America. 

Thousands of Americans conceive the 
supreme object in life to be the destruction of 
“world Communism.” 

For two months during my recent visit 
there I was trying to convince Americans that 
war could never destroy Communism and his- 
(ory teaches us that the destruction of any 
political philosophy can never be accom- 
plished by force of arms. 

Hunger, poverty, disease, illiteracy, are the 
forces which have created world revolution. 
If there is any military threat from Commun- 
ism, it is a symptom and not the disease. As 
Stringfellow Barr, in his book “ Let’s Join the 
Human Race,” so aptly puts it: 

“Tf all the Russians in the world died 
this evening, and if alt the Communists of 
whatever race were to commit suicide to- 
morrow at noon sharp, the world revolution 
would not stop.” 


LESSON NUMBER ONE 


The lesson which our leaders have yet to 
learn is that so long as two-thirds of the world 
is undernourished the threat of war will over- 
shadow us and the bill for “ Defence”’ will go 
unchallenged. 

The Labour Party is steadily moving from 
the heavy rearmament and conscription policy 
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ANTI-IMPERIALIST 
ORGANISATIONS 
TO MERGE 


“Congress of Colonial Freedom ” 


THE Congress for Colonial Freedom a new 
organisation to rally public opinion in 
favour of a change in colonial policy will be 
launched at a special delegate conference on 
Saturday, April 11, 1954, at the Waldorf Hotel, 

Aldwych, W.C.2, P 

Three organisations specialising in colonial 
affairs have already decided to amalgamate, in 
this body: The British Centre of the Congress 
of Peoples Against Imperialism ; the Council 
for the Defence of Scretse Khama and the 

Protectorates ; and the British Guiana Associa- 

tion. 

Among the individual sponsors of the new 
organisation are: 

Sir Richard Acland, MP ; G. S, Aitken ; Percy Belcher ; 

Canon L. John Collins ; Bob Edwards ; John Fletcher. 

Leslie Hale, MP ; Benn Levy ; John McNair ; Sir Fred 
Messer, MP ; Walter Padley, MP ; Sir Lestie Plummer, MP. 

Canon C. E. Raven; Mabel Ridealgh ; Jack Stanley ; 

Rev. Dr. Donald Soper ; Henry Weaver. 

The objects of the Congress are to support: 

(a) The rights of Colonial peoples to indepen- 
dence (self-government and self-determina- 
tion) and of all peoples to freedom from 
external economic or military domination ; 

(b) The application throughout the world of the 
principle of “fair shares for all” by extend- 
ing to under-developed territories economic 
aid free from exploitation or external 
ownership ; 

(c) The application of the Four Freedoms and 
the Declaration of Human Rights to all 
peoples, including Freedom from Contempt 
by the abolition of the Colour Bar; 

(d) Technical assistance to educational and eco- 
nomic advance in the under-developed 
territories, particularly to the Trade Union 
and Co-operative Movements ; 

(e) The substitution of Internationalism for 
Imperialism in all economic and political 
relations, including action through the 
United Nations. 

The acting officers of the new organisation 
are: Chairman, Fenner Brockway, MP; 

Treasurer, Anthony Wedgwood Benn, MP. 
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to death 


MR. ALFAYO AGUFANA, an 

African Quaker, of Majengo 
Market, Maragoli_ District of 
Kenya, has been condemned to 
death by a Kenya Court on a 
charge of being in possession of a 
dangerous weapon. 


He was arrested in September last year and 


it was stated that in a search of his house 
two bullets were found in the pocket of a 
short lying near his bedside. He denied that 
he had known anything about them before 
the search. 

In court Mr. Alfayo Agufana was charged 
with being a member of the Mau Mau move- 
ment and being in possession of a dangerous 
weapon. He was found not guilty of the first 
phd but on the second was condemned to 

eath. 


PUERTO RICO 
Facts behind Congress shooting 


By Marion Bromley 
The writer, a member of the American pacifist group, Peacemakers, has been prominent 


in’ race-relations work in the USA 

Since it is difficult. to get material 
favourable to Puerto Rican independence 
into publications in the United States, I 
hope your internationally-minded paper 
might want to print this letter, as I 
presume there has been interest in many 
countries in the outbreak of violence in 
the American House of Representatives 
on March 1, when Puerto’ Rican 
Nationalists wounded five congressmen 
with gunfire from the visitors’ gallery. 


I am myself a pacifist, and am not condon- 
ing this violence, but I feel there has been 
little attempt on the part of the Press in this 
country to help the people understand the 
issues involved, but rather they have concen- 
trated on condemning the Nationalists as 
despicable, mad-dog characters, and in insist- 
ing there must be a link with Communists. 


Four grievances 


I should like to cite a few of the grievances 
of the Puerto Rican people: 


1. While they are considered US citizens, 
and are subject to the draft (call-up), Puerto 
Ricans have no representation in Congress ; 
they have a non-voting Resident Commis- 
sioner who can speak when given permis- 
sion. The attitude of Puerto Ricans of draft 
age toward this country is indicated by the 
fact that approximately 60,000 refused to 
register under Selective Service laws during 
World War II (when the US was allied with 
Sovict Russia, of course) even though they 
risked heavy prison sentences by refusing. 

2. The US military forces have been 
expropriating huge tracts of land in recent 
years. For example, of the Island of Vie- 
ques, off the main island of Puerto Rico, 
four-fifths of the land, or 26,000 acres, was 
seized for a naval base, the people given 15 
days in which to sell their animals and get 
out. While this goes on, Puerto Rican 
women are urged by American missionaries 
to permit themselves to be sterilised by sur- 
gery, to solve the problem of over-popula- 
tion! 

3. The restrictions on trade imposed by 
the US make it impossible to develop a 
sound economy. Puerto Ricans are forced 
to buy 98 per cent. of their imports in the 
US, one of the world’s highest markets ; 
food prices are very high and wages very 
ow. 


4.. When the new Constitution was 
adopted by plebiscite over 1,300 Nationalists 
and Independentists were in prison, and a 
virtual state of martial law existed. Both 
the Nationalists and Independence Party 
(second in size to Marin’s Popular Party) 
boycotted the election because they knew 
the constitution and claimed self-government 
to be phony. The US Congress has reserved 
the power to alter or abolish the Puerto 
Rican Constitution at any time it sees fit. 
The Puerto Ricans gained only the right to 
set up a municipal administration. The 
Autonomous Constitution granted Puerto 
Rico by Spain in 1897 offered more real in- 
dependence than the present Constitution. 
Yet on the basis of that Constitution the 
US Government succeeded in getting a reso- 
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African boycott succeeds 


SEVEN-WEEK boycott of butchers’ shops 

which practised discrimination against 
Africans has succeeded in Lusaka, Northern 
Rhodesia. 

Africans were asked not to buy meat so long 
as the shops continued to operate the system 
of serving Africans took” small window 
hatches. Recently the Chamber of Commerce 
signed an agreement with the African Advisory 
Council that in future European and African 
customers shall be served at the same counter. 

African National Congress in South Africa 
reports local successes with the present shop 
boycott which is being operated there. 

Africans are urged not to buy from stores 
which do not maintain reasonable wages and 
conditions for non-European employees or 
practice gross racial discrimination in service. 

The Congress argues that non-European trade 
accounts for a bigger income than European 
trade at the white stores. 

Improvements in labour policies in certain 
companies have taken place as a result of 
sustained boycotts. 


AGAINST GERMAN REARMAMENT 


“LAUDE Bourdet, French resistance leader 
\ will be among the speakers at a public 
meeting organised by the Union of Democratic 
Control, on Tuesday March 16, at 7.30 pm. 
in Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge Road 
(near Victoria Station). 

Three MPs, Michael Foot, William Warbey 
and Maurice Orbach (chair) and a trade 
unionist, George Doughty, will also speak. 
Admission 1s. at door. 


The inadequacy of “The 
Left ” 2 

Canon L. John Collins 

Hard work for peace in 
Switzerland 

Letters to the Editor 
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African Quaker condemned 


in Kenya 


An appeal against the decision has been 
entered. 

Mr. Alfayo Agufana is the son of Mr. 
Andrea Agufana, a miller, of Maragoli Dis- 
trict. Mr. Andrea Agufana was for forty 
years the Pastor of Maragoli Monthly Meeting 
of the Society of Friends. 


WORK CAMPS FILM 


A film-strip, “ Building for Peace,” showing 
the building of a community centre at Bristol 
by an international work camp, is now avail- 
able for loan to peace groups. Copies, with 
speakers’ notes, may be obtained from the 
Friends’ Work Camps Committee, Friends 
House, London, N.W.1, for 5s. Shown below 
in two pictures from the strip are, left to 
right, Najia Hassoun (Israel), a_ Bristol 
Quaker, Gordon Green (Camp leader), Sepp 
Lustenberger’ (Switzerland) and Michael 
Thompson (Britain).. Other volunteers came 
from Finland, Mexico, Sweden and the USA. 


PACIFIST CANON 
TURNED DOWN 


‘ANON HARMAN, member of the 
Peace Pledge Union, who went to the 
Vienna Congress of the Partisans of Peace 
in 1952 and protested against “ the cavalier 
dismissal by Mr. Vyshinsky of the Indian 
proposals for a truce in Korea,” has been 
refused a living in the patronage of the 
British Government through the Duchy of 
Cornwall. 


He is vicar of the tiny parish of South 
Marston (pop. 396), near Swindon, Wiltshire. 


After he had been offered, and accepted, 
the living of East Harptree, Somerset, Canon 
Harman was called to the offices of the Duchy 
of Cornwall and informed that there was an 
objection to the appointment because of his 
pacifism and also his attendance at the Vienna 
Congress. 


“T pointed out that Christian pacifism had 
been acknowledged by the two archbishops 
as a perfectly acceptable belief for any priest 
to hold in the Church of England,” Canon 
Harman told the News Chronicle. 


Asked by a Duchy official what he would 
do in case of war, Canon Harman replied: “I 
would do all I could to alleviate suffering 
and to preserve life, but I would not take part 
in any destruction.” 


Protest from 50 MPs 


On behalf of 50 MPs, Mr. Tom Driberg 
tabled a motion on Monday in the House of 
Commons asking the Queen “to over-rule the 
eat of the secretary of the Duchy of Corn- 
wall.” 

In a leading article on the following day, 
“Spiking the Canon,” the Daily Herald 
declared: “If people are given the idea that 
every parson with an independent mind must 
be sat upon, it is the Church that is going to 
be harmed.” 

Canon Harman’s interview at the Duchy 
office, the article continued, “sounds like a 
report from a conscientious objectors’ tri- 
bunal.” 

The Canon is a governing member of the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, which, like the 
Peace Pledge Union, was founded by Canon 
H. R. L. (“ Dick’) Sheppard. 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells (who served 
in World War I) has told Canon Harman: 
“[ don’t mind what your views are, you are 
entitled to them.” 

FOOTNOTE.—The Duchy of Cornwall was 
instituted by Edward Ul in 1337 for the 
support of his eldest son, Edward, the Black 
Prince, and since that date the eldest son 
of the Sovereign has succeeded to the Duke- 
lom. 


Questions for UN 


PRESIDENT SYNGMAN RHEE of South 
Korea does not feel disposed to wait to 
see if any hopeful result regarding Korea may 
come out of the Geneva Conference, and once 
more he has declared his intention to march 
to the Yalu and unite Korea through the 
power of his army. 
“We hope our Allies will stand with us 
and march with us. If they do not join us 
we shall go forward alone.” 


Dr. Rhee’s repeated pronouncements surely 
call for some comment from those who have 
claimed that what has gone forward in Korea 
since 1950 has been impartial action by the 
United Nations for the protection of the 
conditions necessary for the peace of the 
world. 

Let it be supposed that Dr. Rhee will at 
some time implement this much-repeated 
threat. When this happens if not only China 
but also Russia were immediately to throw in 
troops against him, declare that it was neces- 
sary to take prompt action against an 
aggressor, and come to the Security Council 
and ask for endorsement of its decision and 
military support in its action, what would be 
likely to be the answer? 

We should have, in reverse, precisely the 
situation that obtained in June 1950, for this 
is what was done by the US Government when 
it was claimed that the North Korean army 
had violated the 38th parallel. 

Does anybody believe that the response to 
such action by Russia would be the same as 
it was when it was taken by the USA? 

Unless the answer is yes, it surely becomes 
evident that the UN was never really acting as 
an instrument of peace, but it was just a 
useful auxiliary to American military policy. 


if it had happened in 1950 


There is another question that may well be 
asked while we are on this subject. 


The organs of UN accepted with very little 
investigation the American charge that it was 
the North Koreans who first violated the 
parallel, and it has been held that what fol- 
lowed was the unavoidable consequence if the 
United Nations was to have any chance of 
being effective. 


Let us make the assumption, however, that 
President Syngman Rhee had felt ready to 
enter upon his march North for unification in 
1950 and that without any disguise that is what 
he had done. 

Does anybody believe that the UN forces 
would then have been aligned against him as 
they were in fact aligned with him? 

If the answer here is no it is clear that no 
claim can be sustained that the UN is an 
instrument of peace and impartial justice. 


ss Kill, Kill,” cry the 
White Mau Mau 


WY) HETHER Mr. Lyttelton believes that it 
M is desirable to aim at democratic self- 
government in Kenya in any measurable 
period of time may be doubted. 

What must have become evident to him 
during his visit to Nairobi is that there will 
never be co-operation from the majority of the 
white settlers toward the attainment of such 
an end, 

The outcry in the Legislative Council at the 
steps being taken by the Governor and General 
Sir George Erskine to bring the fighting to an 
end is illuminating. 

There are demands for the withdrawal of 
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THE ABYSS 


NYONE who follows the House of 

Commons debate on the Defence 
White Paper must be struck by the display 
of technical understanding that is brought 
to the discussion. 


A 
vaX 


Ex-Minister follows Minister, and the 
specialists in particular aspects of “ defence ” 
policy display their critical powers informed by 
a wealth of detailed technical knowledge. 


It is all most impressive, but the more one 
hears or reads of it the more it grows upon 
one that something vital is missing. All this 
proficiency and address that one is observing 
is not really an indication of a powerful grasp 
of essentials, it is a parade of technical under- 
standing covering up an unstated refusal to face 
basic realities ; behind these basic realities is 
the abyss. 

These technically tutored men who have 
learned so much in their Ministries, in the Ser- 
vices, or in their specialised studies, make their 
pronouncements with a kind of superior assur- 
ance which actually derives from the fact that 
they know they are going to refuse to contem- 
plate the realities beyond the confines of the 
fragmentary issue with which they propose to 
deal. 


* 


The realities behind their displays of techni- 
cal virtuosity that they are careful not to con- 
template relate to the development of the atom 
bomb by Britain. This is now past the experi- 
mental stage and is in production, and a cau- 
tious official pronouncement has been made 
regarding its stockpiling. 

This is the outstanding factor today in the 
development of British armaments, but when- 
ever the matter was approached in the debate 
it was touched upon with great circumspection, 
great care being taken to skirt round the most 
important issues that arise. k 

The first of these issues is this: Assuming 
that atom bombs are to be made why does 
Britain need to make them? The atom bombs 
of the “free world” we are told are not made 
to be used. They are there as a deterrent, to 
prevent Russia from using them. The USA 
has not only adequate supplies for this purpose, 
to which it is continually adding, but it has also 
a formidable chain of air bases in Britain from 
which they can be launched. 


Why then does Britain need to have atom 
bombs also? Why must she be independently 
equipped with supplies of this deterrent ? 


* 


Is it conceivable that in the Government’s 
view some other State than Russia may need 
to be deterred and that the US Government 
may not see this in the same light ? Is it just 
conceivable that it is thought that there may 
even be need to bring deterring considerations 
to bear on the USA ? 


Such a crudely indelicate question was not 
raised in the debate. In considering the atom 
bomb the issue was carefully reduced to the 
technical question of the proper balance 
between “conventional ” weapons and the new 
weapons in view of the requirements of im- 
perialist or “ cold war” policy. 


* 


Still less, of course, was raised the humanly 
basic question whether a moral being can in 
any “conceivable ” circumstances make use of 
the atom bomb against humanity. Two of the 
most superficially “ hard-boiled”’ of the con- 
tributors in the debate were Mr. Wyatt and 
Mr. Shinwell. When they come to the core of 
the question the first simply refuses to recog- 
nise it as a moral issue, while the other sub- 
merges it in a flood of rhetorical mush. 


Both sides may be afraid to use these 
weapons, thinks Mr. Wyatt. “Who is going 
to take the risk of setting these things off if 
another war comes?” What we are to be 
afraid of, it will be seen, is what may be done 
to us with these weapons, not what we shall be 
doing to ourselves if we use them. 


Then there is Mr. Shinwell perorating. He 
remarks that the ghastly prospect that appears 
from the White Paper is that the world may 
be hurled headlong to destruction : 


“The world would be crazy to permit that 
to happen, and even if sometimes we have 
to make concessions and to try to wring con- 
cessions out of others, peace is more desir- 
able than that the world should go down into 
ashes. I say to the House that peace is now 
more than ever the most urgent need of the 
world—I believe that represents the opinion 
of the House—but if we do not take heed, 
it will be a sorry day for us all, and neither 
conventional weapons nor atomic weapons 
will be of any avail.” 


As soon as they leave the protection of their 
technical ramparts the real situation of these 
people becomes evident. These are not the 
pronouncements of hard-headed men with a 
firm and compelling grasp of realities. They 
are the impotent whimperings of people who 
are drifting along in a situation that is over- 
whelming them. 


T is a temptation to devote this letter to the 
news about Senator McCarthy and the US 

Army which has gotten the headlines in the 
press steadily for the past week or two. A brief 
reference seem unavoidable. I gather that the 
British papers have devoted a good bit of 
space to the controversy. I shall, therefore, 
not recount the actual events, but make some 
observations about their significance. 

In the first place, the President has not 
intervened to protect military officers from the 
bullying tactics of McCarthy nor to save the 
inept Secretary of the Army, Stevens, from 
public humiliation. 

In his press conference this week Eisen- 
hower will undoubtedly say something which 
will sound as if he was “ against sin” and for 
“simple decency.” Politically, it will not mean 
a thing. 

It should be noted in this connection that 
Eisenhower is the man who only a very few 
years ago was eagerly sought as Presidential 
candidate by the Democratic Party and was 
the white hope of our New Deal liberals of 
Americans for Democratic Action. 

Secondly, the McCarthy-US Army episode 
has simply furnished additional proof that the 
Republican Party high command is convinced 
that anti-Communism is the issue on which it 
can win the Congressional! elections. This is, 
of course, ominous as to the “climate of 
opinion” in which we shall be living in the 
months ahead. 


McCarthy and the universities 


I sce nothing to stop the trend, even though 
an impressive number of editors, clergy and 
writers protest against McCarthy’s “ extreme 
measures.” On the one hand, there is no 
appreciable dynamism and passion behind the 
liberal protests. When it came to the vote in 
the Senate on the appropriation to keep 
MoCo iis inquisition going, the tally was 
85 to I. 

The general climate even in those universi- 
ties from which honourable protests sound 
forth, is one of avoidance of controversy and 
of political activity. As some one put it the 
other day, there is “an unexhilarating caginess 
about excercising the freedom of expression to 
which, for the time at least, we are still 
entitled.” 

All this, of course, goes back pretty much 
to the fact that we are committed to a basically 
reactionary foreign policy of military “ con- 
tainment”” of Communism. 


' On the other hand, the underlying motiva- 
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General Erskine and for the resignation of the 
Governor, Sir Evelyn Baring; and the oft- 
repeated demand that Kenya shall be left to 
manage its own aflairs is made which means 
that the small white population shall be left 
to deal with the native Africans just as they 
see fit, until they feel the need to ask for 
military assistance. 
There should be 


no negotiations with 


people who have been committed to_bestial 
violence it is claimed, as if the record of action 
against the Kikuyu were clearly free from 


New light on old wars 


HURCHILL, in his record of the post-war 

years, “Triumph and Tragedy,” includes 

this note to the Foreign Office dated April 8, 
1945: 


“ This war would never have come unless, 
under American and modernising pressure, 
we had driven the Hapsburgs out of Austria 
and Hungary and the Hohenzollerns out of 
Germany. By making these vacuums we 
gave the opening for the Hitlerite monster 
to crawl out of its sewer on to the vacant 
thrones. No doubt these views are very un- 
fashionable.” 

This adds to the mounting weight of Bri- 
tish opinion that the US might better have 
stayed out of both European wars, especially 
the first, in that, with America’s abstinence, a 
negotiated peace would have come to Europe 
by early 1917, preventing the later convulsive 
upheavals.—Between the Lines (USA), Jan. 
15, 1954, 


bestial violence; and Mr. Michael Blundell, 
the Leader of the European Elected Members, 
who has a reputation for dubious and vacillat- 
ing “liberal” views, has declared that it is 
wrong to treat with criminals. 


That kind of cry is heard whenever negotia- 
tions are spoken of in any war, but behind this 
outcry is a good deal more than militaristic 
belligerence. “ Kill, kill,” cry the white Mau 
Mau, because any other conclusion than a 
completely terrorised black population will 
mean that there will have to be some advance 
for the African natives as compared with their 
situation before the present troubles began, 
and the majority of the settlers have never 
shown the slightest disposition that there shall 
be any advance at all, 


“Even if this unholy plan succeeds and 
some terrorists do surrender,” says Mr. 
Humphrey Slade, representing the whites of 
the Aberdare area, “the price we shall have 
paid will be too high.” 


The only way out 


The situation in Kenya is a tragic one, and 
it is very clear that there will be no reasonable 
way out while the white settlers hold sub- 
stantial power. 

There are doubtless good and well-meaning 
people among them, but what took them to 
Kenya was not in general the desire to bring 
the native population to democratic self- 
government under their tutelage. They had 


tion of the McCarthy strategy is that it is the 
intellectuals, scientists, liberals, ctc., as a class 
or type who are congenitally “ radical,” and 
thus either dupes or outright traitors. 


As anyone with the merest smattering of 
knowledge about the rise of Fascism is aware, 
this is an emotion which takes deep hold of 
large masses who are for one or another 
reason profoundly frustrated. This, I am con- 
vinced, is happening here. 


When, therefore, the intellectuals, preachers, 
college presidents, and the editors of big city 
papers criticise McCarthy, to multitudes this 
proves—not disproves—his case: McCarthy 
has hunted them out and they are squealing! 


LETTER FROM U.S.A. 


By A. J. Muste 


Commenting on the evidently widespread 
and serious controversy which has broken out 
in the British Labour Party following the very 
narrow margin of victory for Labour leader- 
ship in the vote on support of German rearma- 
ment in the European Defence Community, 
the New York Times says, “the Party has 
entered its gravest post-war crisis.” It seems 
to me this may well be true. We in the US 
are, of course, especially impressed by the fact 
that such extremely important trade unions as 
the National Union of Railwaymen and the 
Transport and General Workers Union are 
siding with the rebels on the German rearma- 
ment issue. 


If the questions I raise relate to the position 
of the rebels, this is not because I sympathise 
with the Churchill-Eden-Attlee-Morrison sup- 
port of the German rearmament but precisely 
because the hope of avoiding catastrophe and 
ushering in a new day for mankind depends 
upon the character and effectiveness of the 
Opposition to such a move. 

One weakness of the position, it seems to 
me, is in the tendency to maks a special case 
of the Germans and or rearming ther. 

One of the chief arguments, our Press 
reports, is that “ no nation will be able to hold 
the Germans once they have guns in their 
hands.” 

Where is the numerous and _ industrially 
strong people of whom the same thing is not 
true? 

Has experience demonstrated that the 
French, British, Russians—not to mention 
Americans— can be “ trusted’? with “ guns in 
their hands? ” 


quite other objectives. 

We are convinced that there can be no 
reasonable future in Kenya while the settlers 
are left there in a position of power. 


This fact should be frankly faced and 
measures should be taken to see that the 
Civil Service in Kenya can work single- 
mindedly in genuine partnership with the 
native population to bring them as early as 
possible to a capacity for self-government. 


This means that the settlers should be 
indemnified for the losses involved for them in 
such a policy. They should be bought out of 
their holdings by the Colonial Office. Such of 
them as are attached to their new country and 
have a regard for the Kenya natives should be 
encouraged to stay on as Government 
functionaries to help with their development. 
The others should be free to leave without 
having incurred loss. 

The whole transaction would be much less 
formidable than, say, the nationalisation of the 
British mines, but the consequences for good 
would be immeasurable and would not be 
confined to Kenya. 


The price of civilisation 


R. J. H. JACKSON, an expert on tropical 
diseases, writing in the British Medical 
Journal says: 

“Today in a large part of the African 
Continent, the industrial and mining de- 
velopment which has taken place has created 
terrible social conditions associated with 
poverty, malnutrition, disease and crime. The 
social unrest which must inevitably spring 
from the continued existence of these con- 
ditions is likely to lead to economic and 
political disaster.” 

Tuberculosis among the Africans of 
Southern Africa was the highest in the world, 
he said. In areas where maize was the staple 
diet, insanity was a sequel to malnutrition. 

There is today in Southern Africa, goes on 
Dr. Jackson, “an amorphous mass of human 
material living without tradition, social struc- 
ture or allegiances, in slum conditions and 
exhibiting the worst forms of human degrada- 
tion, poverty, malnutrition and disease. 

*“ The masses have grown up around all 
the large European residential and industrial 
centres. There was no planning and the 
problem is practically out of control. One 
thing is certain—that for the safety and 
economic prosperity of the African Conti- 
nent, capital and labour from all races must 
combine to produce harmony and avoid the 
potential dangers which lie ahead.” 

Dr. Jackson's view is endorsed by a report 
presented to the Executive Board of the World 
Health Organisation by the retiring Regional 
Director for Africa, Dr. Francois Daubenton 
of the Netherlands. He said that as industriali- 
sation progressed in Africa, tuberculosis was 
becoming an increasingly serious menace. 
Socialist colonialism —sh 

It is small wonder therefore that the people 
of Buganda should be doubtful about the 
benefits of industrial development in their 
country, especially when it is to be in the 
hands of the nations who are responsible for 
the circumstances in Southern and Eastern 
Africa. 


Socialist colonialism 


It is moreover a sign of the times that it is 
not merely the advocates of capitalism who 
would wish industrialism on to a reluctant 
people. 

The Labour Party and the Fabian Bureau 
are fast developing their New Look in 


* Continued on back page 


The inadequacy of ‘‘The Left” 


It is surely an illusion—as well as an 
ethically and politically questionable position 
—that the Germans can be kept disarmed in 
an armed world, unless the German people 
themselves are ready frecly to renounce the 


war method, i.e. to institute a non-violent 
revolution. 
Mr. Harold Wilson seems to me, from 


another angle, to indicate the same question- 
able approach when he speaks of “a fictional 
military security based on twelve West German 
divisions.” 

If you believe in military security at all, it 
is essentially a military question as to whether 
twelve German divisions are more or less help- 
ful than a bigger British air force and a larger 
stockpile of British atomic weapons. How do 
the Bevanites vote on the latter? 


Which way Socialism ? 


It appears, finally, that the issue of German 
rearmament is causing an ominous split in 
the Socialist movement and it is “ ominous” 
chiefly because it reveals that Socialists in 
various countries are influenced primarily by 
the respective national situations in which they 
find themselves, rather than by a common, 
positive and creative Socialist approach. Thus 
at the recently held Brussels conference of the 
Socialist International the resolution declaring 
that the EDC is “ the means to insure Europe’s 
security” was supported by Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Holland, Italy, Luxembourg, Nor- 
way and the Saar. The French Socialist Party 
is split wide open over the issue as is the 
British Labour Party. The German Social 
Democrats are opposed to rearmament in the 
EDC and on Adenauer’s terms, but not 
opposed to rearmament on other terms! 

What all this adds up to, it seems to me, is 
that some Socialist parties assume that the 
Kremlin is now “reasonable” and an East- 
West settlement could probably be achieved if 
the Americans were reasonable. 

In the countries on the Continent where or 
as this view prevails, the proposal for a United 
Front line in which Communists, Socialists 
and perhaps others will join (in France at the 
moment the DeGaullists seem amenable) will 
again emerge—as is did, of course, in the 
Thirties when German rearmament was also 
in the picture. 

Is this what Socialists, including the British 
Labour rebels, want? 

Where do they think it leads? 

; Bea they a noble and challenging alterna- 
live 


A Swede reports on 


DESOLATE 
FORGOTTEN 
KOREA 


By HAKAN HEDBERG 


Mr. Hedberg is Korean correspondent 
of the Stockholm Newspaper, Expressen. 
This article was written in December to 
assist the Save the Children Fund. 


IX million people are living on the 
limit of starvation in Korea. Eleven 
million are in need of help. 


[NTELLIGENT interpretation of the 

United States and the USSR was one 
of the greatest tasks the people could 
today fulfil in a ministry of reconciliation, 
Canon Charles Raven, president of the 
British Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
told a public meeting organised by Mans- 
field Peace Group recently. 


With Miss Edith M. Adlam, of the Society 
of Friends, Canon Raven addressed meetings 
on successive nights at Nottingham and Mans- 
field—the former arranged by the South Notts 
Area, FoR. Audiences totalled nearly 400, and 
collections amounted to over £24, both groups 
more than clearing their expenses. 


“Bunkum” about Russia and USA 


At least 50,000 children are loitering in the 
streets, without parents, without homes—half- 
hungry, bitter, without a chance to be 
received in any of the more than 320 over- 
crowded orphanages. 


People are seen staggering along the side- 
walks suffering from hunger, undernourish- 
ment, exhaustion. 


Korea is a tragedy—but a tragedy without 
the grandeur of the Greek tragedy; it 
develops into a nightmare so that the over- 
sensitive awake in the middle of the night 
sweating. 


North of the 38th parallel the civil popu- 
lation has decreased from eight million to 
four million people. Swedish truce super- 
visory officers visiting the territory describe 
North Korea as “a deserted graveyard with 
some chimneys remaining.” 


And south of the world’s most bloody 
parallel, in the territory which after machine- 
gun baptism became known as South Korea, 
you'll be met by ruins and tens of thousands 
of prostitutes and beggars, millions of people 
who have forgotten the meaning of having a 
full stomach. 


Worse than Belsen or Warsaw 


A whole world shivered when wrecks of 
human beings crawled from Belsen and 
Buchenwald. One felt despair on hearing 
about the destroyed Warsaw, loneliness and 
fear completed the history of the destruction 
of the second world war. Man’s desire for 
destruction appeared to have reached satura- 
tion point, its diabolic perfection. 


But the question is whether the horrors of 
the Korean jig-saw puzzle do not flatten the 
torn aged episodes of the second world war. 


Perhaps expressions like “ police action ” 
and “resistance against aggression” would 
not have become so vague, if the blood spots 
of Korea’s rice paddies had not been so 
distant and if the average European knew 
more about the average Asian. 


While furs and jewellery are displayed in 
London, Toronto, Melbourne, Paris and Stock- 
holm in store windows, the South Korean puts 
his clenched, bluc-frozen fist into a torn, 
empty pocket. 


The fist is dirty. Too often it finds its way 
to other’s pockets. It is easy for the super- 
ficial observer to state that all Koreans are a 
bunch of dirty thieves. He forgets so easily 
that the refugees walking along the frozen, 
grenaded roads of South Korea are dirty 
because they cannot afford to buy soap; that 
they steal in order to survive. 


Mouth before morals 


Hunger has nothing to do with morals— 
“Erst kommt das Fressen, dann die Moral,” 
Mouths come before Morals, as the Germans 
say. That is a truth one should remember 
when being confronted with the Korea of 
today. 


If a newspaper in Stockholm, Geneva or 
London would play up a story saying that an 
unemployed father of five children had com- 
mitted a burglary a week before Christmas in 
order to buy food and a Christmas tree, then 
nation-wide moncy-collection drives would be 
likely to be launched, it would be both food 
and a job. 


But in Korea, where the majority of the 
people have not heard the angels’ song, it 
doesn’t work that way. It would be kicks, 
blows and gaol. 


As long as the guns were roaring it was 
impossible to establish accurately how wide 
South Korea had been damaged, but we now 
know that of South Korea’s population of 
between 21 and 22 million people, a fourth 
is homeless. 600,000 houses were levelled and 
it will be necessary to buy between one and 
two million new houses for the 21 to 22 
million people as against 16 million in 1945. 


Between 30 and 80 per cent. of all indus- 
trial enterprises have been transformed to 
ashes as well as 300 churches and 70 per cent. 
of all hospitals, 


There are at least 300,000 widows with a 
total of more than half a million children 
and out of at least 100,000 orphans only some 
50,000 have found shelter in 321 orphanages. 
The others can be found in the streets. 


1,300,000 suffer from tuberculosis, 500,000 
being seriously ill or having openly contagious 
stages of infection. There are nine sana- 


toriums. Total number of beds available 1,840. 


Existing — not living 


The Minister of Social Affairs, Mr. Solemn 
Park, told me that “eleven million people 
are in need of help, more than six million 
starving. You can keep many alive by giving 
them four pieces of loaf a day but one can- 
not say they live, rather that they exist, 
survive.” . 

The Save the Children Fund through its 
teams of doctors, nurses-and welfare workers, 
is struggling with this mass of misery, the 
only voluntary society concentrating on 
children, 


strably bunkum,” 


Most of what was written in the. Press 
about America and Russia was “ demon- 
declared Canon Raven, 
adding that it was silly to think, as many did, 
that the world was divided into a chessboard 
‘““with all the white pieces on one side of the 
Iron Curtain and all the black on the other.” 

“However much one may detest certain of 
the things done by the Communists and 

Americans—and if 1 had to choose between 

Molotov and McCarthy I should find it very 

difficult—one doesn’t get any forwarder by 

writing them off as irretrievably lost or 
satanically possessed. They are human beings, 
like us,” he said. 


It was untrue to say that the great republic 
across the Atlantic was represented by ‘the three 
wicked Macs""—McCarran, McCormick and 
McCarthy. 


Young war resister’s 
appeal dismissed 


BRouGHT from gaol, where he is serving 

a three months sentence for refusing his 
medical examination, Mr. N. R. D. Griffiths, 
B.Sc., told the North of England Appellate 
Tribunal for Conscientious Objectors recently : 


“JT have a conscientious objection to killing. 


“A pacifist is a person who tries to make 
peace and solve every problem by non-violent 
measures and by love.” 


He could not do non-combatant service 
because it was part of the war machine. 


A witness said she had known Griffiths for 
20 years. He had never faltered in his views. 

Appeal dismissed. 

Mr. M. J. W. Pittock, M.A., aged 23 of 
Todmorden appealed against registration as a 
CO conditional on his doing forestry work. 

His case was “ based on common sense and 
humanitarian views,“ he said. 

“I object to doing any work as a condition 
of exemption from conscription as this would 
be admitting that the latter is a duty.” 

Asked if he were engaged with any youth 
club he replied that such work had no bearing 
on the question. It was the principle that was 
at stake. 

The Chairman (Sir Michael McDonnell): If 
we were to state that your condition must be 
completion of writing your thesis would you 
still object? 

Pittock: Yes. 

Chairman: The local tribunal complained of 
your behaviour in the box as offensive, but 
there is nothing we can complain about today. 

He was registered conditionally on doing 
full time forestry, land or hospital work. 

Mr. J. V. Greenwood (aged 18) of Prestwich, 
Manchester, a member of the Young War 
Resisters, had previously been registered for 
non-combatant duties. 

He had studied art but was now working as 
4 gardener at a mental hospital. His objection 
was based on humanitarian and _ religious 
grounds. 

“IT would refuse to put on military uniform, 
aggressive uniform,” he declared. “It would 
ottend my conscience and I should never for- 
give myself.” 

Asked by the tribunal: “How would you 
deal with an aggressor? ” he replied: 

“Tt is a difficult question till it happens to 
you. I would rather die than kill. 

“Tf I could persuade the aggressor by speech 
or other means I would do so. But I would 
not cause bodily harm to him.” 

Appeal dismissed. 


| SAYING IT WITH FLOWERS | ir 


MOLOTOV AND McCARTHY 


I should find it difficult to choose between them 


—Canon Raven 


Defining Britain’s role in the present. situa- 
tion, Canon Raven said: ‘“ We have great 
traditions of individual liberty and_ social 
responsibility. We should be able to interpret 
to the Americans a way of life which is less 
fantastically individualistic than theirs and to 
express to the Russians somehow that our 
social order is no longer quite what it was 


when Charles Dickens wrote ‘ Oliver Twist’. 

The basic need was to establish decent 
human relationships between peoples of differ- 
ent races and social orders, and the sexes. 

Four years ago it was difficult to believe that 
it would be possible to escape a third world 
war, but he believed the tide had now turned 
and there was no need to despair. 

“T believe we have really got a chance 
now to recover sanity, and stress that there is a 
Christian alternative to war, We must put God 
in the centre of our allegiance and work out 
and implement plans for relieving the hideous 
sufferings of the undernourished and the 
oppressed, and try to overcome the easy habit 
of dismissing other human beings as if they 
were either fools or knaves.” 


Removing the causes of war 

Miss Edith Adlam said the three main 
problems of all Eastern countries were food, 
illiteracy and health. 

An alternative to war must be found, because 
y the Korean war 5,000,000 innocent people 

ied. 

The people of South East Asia were un- 
believably poor, and if only a part of the 
money spent on armaments could be used to 
feed them, one of the causes of war, poverty, 
would be removed. 


The chairman at Mansfield was the Rev. G. D. Necdham, 
id at Nottingham the Archdeacon of Nottingham (Ven. 
J. H. L. Phillips) presided. 


This Peace Garden, an exhibit at a County 
Fair in Illinois, USA, was the idea of Mary 
Phillips, who for some years has been pro- 
moting international friendship by sending 
local flower sceds to people all over the 


world and asking them to plant Peace 
Gardens with them. In return she has 
requested seeds from their lands to sow 
gardens in America. Latest gifts have been 
to the Korean Flower Lovers’ Association. 


New subscription scheme 
proposed for PPU 


To the Editor 


N June of last year the Peace Pledge Union 
National Council appointed an ad-hoc 
committee, composed of the undersigned, to 
“examine the question of operating a fixed 
Annual Subscription Scheme.” The commit- 
tee’s report has now been issued and the 
National Council, at its last meeting, approved 
the report by a majority vote with some ab- 
stentions. A motion for the acceptance of the 
recommendations in the report will appear on 
the agenda of the forthcoming Annual General 
Meeting. 

Briefly, the ad-hoc committee recommend 
that the membership be divided into two 
categories, and that the right to attend and 
vote at general meetings, to serve on National 
Council and its committees, and to vote in 
elections of officers and council members 
should be reserved for those members who 
undertake to pay an annual subscription of an 
amount to be determined by themselves indi- 
vidually. 

The purpose of this letter is not to argue 
the case for the committee’s recommendations, 
but to acquaint the membership with the 
proposed change in the constitution, and to 
urge Groups to give the report full considera- 
tion before the Annual General Meeting. 

A copy of the report has been sent to every 
Group Secretary, and a limited number are 
available for further distribution. Application 
should be made to the General Secretary, PPU, 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 

JoHN Locke, W. A. L. Davip, DouGLas 
Ciarx, Ad-hoc Committee on Annual 
Subscriptions. 

Dick Sheppard House, 

6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mall): Twelve wks. Sa. ; 
24 wks. 10s.; One yr. 21s. 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
India, Africa, Near East: Twelve wks. 88.; 24 wks, 168.; 
One yr. 34s. 


TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW READERS 
Home or Abroad; 2s, 6d. for nine weeks 
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PUTTING OUR FOOT IN 
THE DOOR 


F it’s vacuum cleaners 
or detergents that 
you're selling, the thing 
to do is to get to your 
victim about 11.5 a.m., 
just after she’s finished 
her morning tea and is 
feeling rested and 
agreeable, raise your 
hat gallantly and give 
her a packet of your 
chemical soap perfumed with the finest synthetics 
that ever came out of Runcorn, or nonchalantly 
hand over your vacuum cleaner without so much 
as the merest twitch of a cheek muscle to indi- 
cate that you'll be back in a week to ask her 
to buy it. 

It’s the New Look in salesmanship, but it’s 
fundamentally no different from sticking your 
foot in the door when she’s got her hands full of 
suds and pestering her until she gives in just to 
get rid of you. 


A door that Peace News has got its foot in 
just now is North America. You can see the tip 
of the shoe quite clearly in Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts. 


For one promotion idea we have the collabora- 
tion of the very people who are being high- 
pressurised, the American Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation. They have even gone to the extent of 
letting us have the addresses of their members 
so we can send them all a sample copy with, 
though we say it ourselves, the discreetest sug- 
gestion to buy. 


Unlike the vacuum cleaner companies and the 
suds manufacturers we have no publicity finan- 
cial reserve. It comes out of working expenses, 
but we reckon it's worth it. All told it will cost 
us £150 ($420) to send out the 10,000 sample 
copies of Peace News to American friends. 


A reader in Mexico sends us $15 as a start. 
That leaves $405, or nearly £145, to meet the 
cost of this important venture. Would you care 
to help ? 


PN 


FUND 
LATESp 
et 


TOM WARDLE. 


Contributions since Feb. 26: £159 17s. 6d. 
Total for 1954: £271 10s. 2d. 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Vera Brittain, 
Treasurer, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


YOUR WORLD 


BRITAIN: Students raised some £1,200 
during International Students’ 
weck, more than twice the amount 
raised in previous years. The 
proceeds have been devoted to 
student welfare projects in Greece, 
Indonesia, Korea, Lebanon and 
South Africa. In the case of 
South Africa the money is going 
to the Medical Scholarships Trust 
Fund which enables African 
students to study medicine at Witwatersrand 
University. 


BUGANDA: The visit of Queen Elizabeth to 
has been cancelled because the people of 
Buganda are in mourning for the deposed 
Kabaka, now in exile in London. When the 
Buganda delegates were in London last month 
they said that no proper welcome for the 
Queen was possible so long as the Kabaka was 
not allowed to return. 


DENMARK: A new efficiency badge, the 
“United Nations Badge,” has been introduced 
for Boy Scouts. To qualify for 
it, 14-16-year-old Scouts must a 
be able to give an account of 
the main points in the UN 
Charter, the aims and develop- ‘ 
ment of the UN, and the 
Declaration of Human Rights. a 
They must be acquainted with 
the people, geography and history of at least 
three different foreign countries, have corres- 
ponded regularly for six months with a foreign 
Scout and made a scrap-book concerning the 
country in which their correspondent lives. 


KENYA: More than 1,500 delegates, repre- 
senting about 80,000 Moslems living in the 
British-controlled territories of Kenya, Tangan- 
yika, Uganda and Zanzibar, met recently in 
Nairobi to plan an Islamic “ Third Force ” in 
East Africa. This central association will act 
as a permanent political, economic and social 
body for the East African Moslem community. 


RUSSIA: Young Russians are helping in a 
programme to bring nearly 4} million acres of 
virgin land under the plough as part of the 
Government’s new agricultural policy. 


USA: The Chicago Tribune, well-known for 
its blunt statements of 
editorial opinion, rec- 
ently came out with a 
forthright statement in 
favour of amnesty for 
World War II conscien- 
tious objectors. 4% 
Three circuit courts in 
the US have now ruled that beliefs of Jehovah's 
Witnesses (approval of theocratic wars) do not 
rule them out of eligibility for CO classification. 


Discussion on the atom 


JN order to provide an opportunity for 

asking questions and discussing problems 
arising from the recent series of lectures on 
atomic energy (including one by Professor 
Kathleen Lonsdale—PN last week), the Atomic 
Scientists’ Association have organised a dis- 
cussion meeting at Holborn Hall, Grays Inn 
Rd., London, on Wednesday, March 31, at 
7.30 p.m. 

A panel of experts on atomic energy will 
be there to answer questions and lead a dis- 
cussion . Admission is free for members of 


the ASA and Is. for non-members. 

Persons wishing to attend should apply to: 
Rotblat, Physics Dept., St. Bartholomew's 
Charterhouse Sq., London, B.C.1. 


Prof. J. 
Hospital, 
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Hard work for peace 
in Switzerland 


By PATRICIA HUTCHINS 


N Switzerland no one with a good prac- 
tical idea need become frustrated. 


Outside large stores, for instance, there are 
rings for tethering dogs while their owners are 
shopping: in hotels the page boys carry 
notice boards round instead of calling out 
phone messages. 

Thus it is not surprising that in spite of 
official opposition to the conscientious 
objector, the idea of hard, down-to-earth work 
for goodwill and understanding should have 
originated there with Pierre Ceresole, founder 
of the International Voluntary Service for 
Peace. 

On a recent visit to Zurich 1 called at the 
small, neatly kept offices where so much plan- 
ning and co-ordinating of effort has taken 
place to bring into being the relicf work 
undertaken in the Netherlands, where areas 
are still being rehabilitated after the great 
floods of last year. There has also been Swiss 
participation in work camps in other countries 
—France, Italy, Norway and Austria. Talking 
to Marcus Jucker, the secretary of the Swiss 
branch, he mentioned in passing his own 
participation in the work at Roxburgh last 
year. 


After a landslide 


At the end of June last summer, without 
warning, there occurred a severe landslide at 
Schmerikon not far from Zitrich itself. As 
soon as possible a work camp was opened with 
a few pioneers. 

Soon this was reinforced by others from 
Zurich, among them several teachers, tech- 
nicians, students, manual workers and appren- 
tices. With them were men and women from 
other countries, France, Denmark, Germany, 
Spain and Madagascar among them. Most 
important to the success of the project were 
two girls who were excellent cooks. As one 
of the party remarked, it made all the 
difference! 

Accommodation was makeshift and scattered, 
the weather bad and the work of clearing the 
areas where tractors could not be used was 
very hard indeed. There were plenty of blisters 
and stiff backs during the first few days but 
they soon became used to it. The work con- 
sisted chiefly of clearing the mud-logged 
orchards and freeing half submerged buildings, 
and at one point rebuilding a bridge. — 

The two leaders of the camp, Swiss and 
American, were very successful, as one of the 
workers pointed out, in seeming to express the 
will of the group rather than to organise it 
directly. 

“At first the local people wondered who we 
were and what we were doing in Schmerikon’ 
wrote one of the workers in a report. Only 
the Swiss were able to get in touch with them 
because of language difficulties but later an 
evening meeting was arranged in the village at 
which one of the organisers showed slides of 
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INTEREST FROM DAY OF INVESTMENT 
PROMPT AND EASY WITHDRAWAL 


other projects and explained the idea behind the 
work camp programmes. The audience was most 
interested and asked a number of questions. 
Afterwards two young men volunteered for a 
further scheme in another area. 


Of course it was not a case of all work and 
no amusement, for at the weekend campers 
were able, when weather allowed, to explore 
the beautiful countryside and mountains. 
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ndeed whiie we were working we could 
look across the valley and see the changing 
picture of clouds and forests, of snowy heights 
and green meadows,” an American comments. 
“ Always it was different and always fascina- 
ting. It gave us a feeling for the character of 
Switzerland, based on the grandeur of the 
mountains.” 


Poverty stricken farmers 


When the camp closed two volunteers stayed 
behind to finish the clearing of a small road 
that had been covered with dirt and stones. 
“We ate in the farmer’s house and had a vivid 
glimpse into the hard, poverty stricken life 
that mountain farmers have, even in modern 
Switzerland, within fifty miles of the ex- 
tremely comfortable and prosperous city of 
Zurich.” 


More recently in the bad weather of 
January, an SCI team began work in Holland 
in order to erect wooden houses for local 
workers. These were gifts of the Swiss Red 
Cross and will eventually be used by dyke- 
workers and others in Zeeland. 


At present little can be done to help those 
involved in the recent avalanches in Austria 
but plans are being prepared in that Zurich 
office, to begin at Vorarlberg as soon as the 
snow has gone. As I realised there, this move- 
ment is not narrowed by any direct dogma or 
theory, indecd many of the workers are not 
declared pacifists and the organisation both in 
Switzerland and elsewhere co-operates with all 
those prepared to make any practical gesture 
which furthers good will. 


Oatspoken on 


CANON 


By Robert Greacen 


REV. L. JOHN COLLINS, Canon and 
Chancellor of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
and Chairman of Christian Action, is 
one of the handful of Church of Eng- 
land clergymen who have taken up a 
definitely pacifist attitude 


How the others manage to reconcile Christ and 
military “defence,” and to keep silent on 
issues like race discrimination, need not be 
analysed here. But Caesar sometimes seems 
to get rather more than his due. 


Because of his connection with St. Paul’s and 
his outspokenness the newspapers frequently 
quote Canon Collins, especially on the race 
issue and its significance for the Christian 
community. One newspaper went on to 
suggest that he was really a Communist, or 
“ fellow-traveller.” The Canon fought the 
libel in the Courts and was awarded hand- 
some damages. Thus, he not only cleared up 
his own position, but struck a blow on behalf 
of us all against incipient “ McCarthyism ” 
in England. 


hen I met him recently, in his office in 

Amen Court, he talked principally about the 

impressions he formed of the US during a 

visit with the St. Paul’s boys’ choir. The 

tour by bus through Canada, New England, 
the Middle West and Southern States, 
totalled 8,500 miles and lasted eight wecks. 

Although much of his time was taken up by 

administrative detail he came in contact with 
a wide variety of Americans. Each Sunday 
he preached in a Church. 

What were his dominant impressions ? First, 
he felt that Americans generally want to be 
friendly with Britain, but fear that they are 
being “let down” in the Cold War. Second, 
the average American believes that McCarthy 
has “got something,” yet he tends to with- 
hold his full support, for he knows that the 
Junior Senator is a politician of politicians. 
Third, Canon Collins (who emphasised at 
the outset that these impressions were formed 
during a quick tour) spoke of his horror of 
race segregation in the South. But even in 
the Northern States, where Segregation has 
been officially abolished, he believes there is 
strong evidence of the power of social and 


Ww 


RUSSIAN CHANGES 
AFTER STALIN 


Ill Free minds in captivity 


"THE story told by Frau Brigitte Gerland in two recent issues of The Observer 

calls for inclusion in this series, not because it is evidence of the political 
and administrative changes that have taken place in Russia since Stalin’s death 
(except insofar as her release to provide this information after serving seven years 
of a fifteen years’ sentence is evidence of change) ; but because of the inspiration 
it provides in its testimony as to the quality of the human spirit and evidence 
that men’s minds can find some way to move in freedom even under totalitarian 
Oppression. 


In 1948, Frau Gerland records, a different 
policy began to be applied regarding the pri- 
soners engaged on forced labour. The poli- 
tical prisoners—that is those who were in 
captivity because their views were at issue 
with those of the State orthodoxy—were 
sorted out from the criminals of a more accept- 
able type, such as those guilty of crimes of 
violence or theft, as being more dangerous and 
needing stronger guards. These were concen- 
trated in camps in separate regions. 


On strike 


These political prisoners were a mixed 
assembly. Frau Gerland mentions three main 
groups: 

1. The Ukrainians who were nationalists and 
sought self-determination for their land ; 


announcement from General Derevenko, the 
head of these special camps, that the millions 
of political prisoners would not be released 
because to do so would endanger the State. 


The difficulty in the way of launching the 
strike was the attitude of the Ukrainians, who 
were incapable of co-operating with the other 
political prisoners. In July, however. one of 
the Ukrainians killed a camp spy. He was 
sentenced to death and shot. On the morning 
of his execution there was an immediate and 
Spontaneous strike by the Ukrainians, Im- 
mediately the politicals began to organise and 
on July 20 there were 7,000 prisoners refusing 
to work. They demanded freedom but offered 
to give five years’ service in the region as 
free men. By July 25 all the 50 pits of the 
region were idle. 

“Two hundred and fi 


fty thousand prison- 
ers—the whole active 


2. The “Verusky,” a body of Christian L mining population 
believers who were too active in secking and half the total inhabitants of Vorkuta 
to make proselytes ; and —had joined the strike.” 

3. The “politicals’ "proper—the men and On August 1, 120 strike leaders were shot, 


but the strike continued, and Frau Gerland 
records that it was still in full-scale progress 
when she left three days later. What has hap- 
pened since we do not know. 


women who had views as to the social 
order that were at variance with Com- 
munist conceptions. 


The culmination of Brigitte Gerland’s story 
is the account of the tremendous strike in her 
camp area at Vorkuta in Arctic Russia. She 
has to leave it uncompleted because she was 
removed from the camp on her way to release 
when the strike was at its height. 


The idea of the strike had taken strength 
from hopes raised by the fall of Beria and 
the amnesty for prisoners. Hopes that they 
might be included in the amnesty had been 
dashed for the prisoners at Vorkuta by the 


the race issue 


COLLINS 


“At last we are free” 


What is most hopeful 
account is the trend of thought among the 
‘ politicals.” many of whom Were students 
from Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev and Odessa. 
Some were the children of the old Bolsheviks 
who had fallen the victims of Stalin's purges. 


“Now these — would-be philosophers, 
historians or economists sat in the camp 
with (wenty-five years of forced labour as 
their only future—and they seemed perfectly 
content with their fate. 


“Not that they were broken or resigned. 
On the contrary. ‘At least we are free,’ I 
still hear them say. * At last we can talk to 
everybody who wants to listen about our 
Protests and our search for a way out. At 
last we find contact with people from all 
walks—contact we have always sought for 
but have found impossible to attain while in 


in Frau Gerland’s 


years’ time race segregation would be as dead 
as slavery is now. 

These, then, are some of Canon Collins’ 
impressions of America, that great land-mass 


whose every change of mood and emphasis hberty”. ” 

is closely watched by every politically cons- The mai ‘ hs ; 

cious European, (Today one can tell a man’s suiding theseipeaarees Mel awe oe was 
politics by considering his attitude to Iscussion 


by a few students of the 
Boris Pasternack. He had 
freedom was incompatible 
They sought to develop ide 
view. Hundreds of follow 
had been recruited in 
these had spread their 
“flying discussion grou 

In 1950 sever. 
“ terrorist 


banned poetry of 
held that spiritual 
with social justice. 
as that rejected this 
ers of their thought 
the universities, and 
views by leaflets and 
ps. 

al hundreds were accused of 
conspiracy” and sent to forced 
labour, where with other political prisoners 
they found i Casier to express themselves and 
work out their policies. Brigitte Gerland tells 
that at her first entry of the prison camp hut 
“detached from cverybody else a group of 
young men and women were conducting an 
impassioned debate, for all the world as if 
they were in some European cafe.” 


Seeking a third way 


Her account of the way their thought had 
moved is necessarily sketchy, but they seemed 
ito be thinking very largely on “ third camp“ 

lines: the rejection of both Communism as 
they had known it and also capitalism. They 
sought a way to decentralisation by genuinely 
placing power in the hands of workers and 
peasants, to be exercised through their trade 
union organisations and other groupings. 


It is a fact of great encouragement that the 
free Spirits in totalitarian Russia have found, 
in their prisons, a way to work out the same 
conceptions that are developing all over the 
world in the minds of those who are seeking 
the means to safeguard the human Spirit 
Spirit against the oppressive encroachments of 
centralised power. A. 8. 


(We are indebted to the articles in The 
Observer for the facts recounted here, and 
thank the Editor for his courtesy.) 


America.) We discussed also the general 
position the Canon has taken up in the past 
couple of years. Now he would consider 
himself pacifist in alignment. yet he does 
not set up to judge the integrity of his 


fellow-Christians who believe that war, in 
certain circumstances, can be theologically 
justified. He himself thinks that “a question- 
mark is a necessary part of faith.” 

Canon Collins looks forward to extending the 
work already undertaken by Christian Action, 
which for some time has been immersed in 
the tissue of race problems in Africa, one of 


economic influences working against this 

oflicial non-segregation policy. 
Yet everywhere he went he spoke his mind 
freely as an English liberal, defying all warn- 
ings to be cautious. Sometimes he found 
disagreement, but is was invariably expressed 
in courteous terms. Students at some of the 
Theological Colleges he visited frequently 
supported his attitude of opposition to witch- 
hunting, hysteria and race prejudice. Most 
important, perhaps, he found no_ general 
sense of defeatism in face of the challenge 
of McCarthy, Jenner and others to the free 
mind. 
Canon Collins told me of an interesting inter- 
view with the Trade Union leader, Walter 
Reuther. He was impressed by the fact that 
Reuther, with all his prestige and influence, 
used his power in a liberal-minded way in 
many controversial issues. In New Orleans 
he met the leading Negro politician who, 
while only too aware of present-day race 
problems, nevertheless looked into the future 
of his people with the confidence that in 20 
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the most striking features of the post-war 
period. But there are other problems, too— 
for example, the need to face the difficulties 
and tensions of the Cold War. Despite a 
certain thawing of the European political 
atmosphere these are still acute; the Canon 
believes they can only be got rid of by 
breaking them down into human terms. 
Thus, Canon Collins—for whom Christianity is 
the point of departure for all his excursions 
into the political world—sces the Gospel as 
an essentially revolutionary force. He main- 
tains that Christianity must somehow regain 
its true dynamic and permeate life at every 
level in every “Christian” country. In that 
way, he belicves—and only in that way— 
can the whole international scene be trans- 
formed. A hopeless dream? Only time can 
tell, Faith plus time may in the end achieve 
what now seems impossible. Canon Collins’ 
Optimism seems to me at Jeast equally well- 
grounded as the more publicised despair of 
T. S. Eliot or Graham Greene, who also call 
themselves Christians. 


important new books 


THE STRUGGLE FOR KENYA A comprehensive 
Survey giving all points of view by D. H. Rawcliffe. 

(Je. 6d. (4d) 
the well-known 
tells of his early years in the 


TELL FREEDOM Peter Abrahams, 
African novelist, 


Johannesburg slums. a. 6d. (5d) 
NINETEEN EIGHTY FOUR George Orwell's pro- 
phetic novel In a * Penguin’ edition. 2s. Od. (3d) 
SECURITY AND RESPONSIBILITY Kathleen 


Lonsdale's Alex. Wood Mamorial Lecture for 1954 

la, 6d. 2d 

SACRED BOOKS OF THE WorLpD a Penguin 
Anthology and Commentary by A. Cc, Bouquet. 


3u. 6d. (4) 
Special Offer 


CASE AGAINST PACIFISM John Lewis A critical 
examination of the various approaches to a pacitiae 
faith. Ie. 3d. (5d) 


Please add postage as bracketted. US readers 7s equals $! 
Send S.A.E. for Spring List 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
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3 Blackstock Road, 


London, N.4 


From Maxim to A-Bomb 


WAVHEN Professor Lonsdale refutes her 

colleague’s assertion that the more 
powerful the weapons the more likelihood of 
preserving peace, she could add that such a 
claim has always been made for every new 
devilish weapon. 


In “Impressions and Comments,” Havelock 
Ellis relates a meeting where Sir Hiram Maxim 
was demonstrating his gun, then the deadliest 
weapon. “Will this not make war very 
terrible?” someone asked. “No,” replied 
Maxim confidently, “it will make war impos- 
sible.” That was more than seventy years ago. 


Havelock Ellis continues: “So it is the 
children of genius who for thousands of years 
have been whispering into the ears of mankind 
that insidious delusion: Si vis pacem para 
bellum (If you want peace prepare for war). 


“Even the brilliant inventor who in the 
dawn of the Metal Age first elongated the 
useful dagger-like knife into the dangerous 
sword was doubtless confident that he had 
made war impossible.” 

FRANCOISE DELISLE. 

26 Aysgarth Road, S.E.21. 


Give a straight answer 


NFANY thousands will hear Mr. Graham 
“"~ during his visit. I wonder if he accepts 
the statement made by the President of the 
Methodist Conterence and backed by a 
number of leading Churchmen that as Christ- 
lans believing in the power of Love to over- 
come evil they are forbidden to support war. 
Will Mr. Graham give us a straight answer to 
the question, “can he imagine Christ using 
atom bombs and other modern methods of 
warfare? ” 

We must not doubt the sincerity of this 
Evangelist but we hope that he will make it 
clear that it is futile to sing “ what a friend 
we have in Jesus” if we retuse to accept the 
teaching of this Friend and fail to follow His 


exampie. 
(Revy.) T. BROCK RICHARDS. 
Mickleton, Campden, Glos. 


The Roman Centurion 


RECENTLY, as the two minutes “story” 

which forms part of the BBC’s miniature 
religious service at “Five to Ten” in their 
Light Programme, we were treated to what was 
in effect an excellent little sermon or medita- 
tion for any Christian man or lad considering 
whether his conscience will allow him to train 
as a soldier. 

The Apostle Peter, we were told, after 
having just baptised the Roman Centurion, 
Cornelius, who had declared his conversion to 
the fect of Christ, was spending the night in 
his house. 

Cornelius was an officer in the Roman army 
accupying Judea and having to hold down a 
people always looking for an opportunity to 
liberate themselves by force from their oppres- 
sors. He is supposed to have told Peter how 
distasteful many of his military duties were to 
him and asked for the Apostle’s special 
prayers, 

Before Peter retired to rest, he saw through 
the window the grim outline of the barracks 
of the Roman troops and he began to wonder 
how long it would be possible for a soldier 
to honour the military oath of loyalty (the 
so-called ‘‘Sacramentum”’) which he had 


solemnly taken to the Emperor, when he had 
also in effect pledged himself to be loyal to 
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another sovereign leader, Jesus Christ; how 
long he could obey the words of His Lord, 
“Love your enemies,” if He had to destroy 
a band of Jewish terrorists seeking to murder 
him and his comrades. 

Here the imaginative story (a clever and 
not unlikely extension of Chapter 10 of the 
New Testament Book of Acts) broke off, being 
followed by a hymn which is in essence a 
prayer for the coming of Christ’s promised 
kingdom on earth of universal peace and love. 
The broadcaster left me feeling that among the 
dreary, reiterated statements of the urgent need 
for enormous numbers of young men to be 
trained and murderously eauipped for war as 
the only security for peace, we must be thank- 
ful to the BBC for allowing occasional expres- 
sions of our pacifist faith. 

STEPHEN HOBHOUSE. 

20 St. Catharine’s, 

Broxbourne, Herts. 


Pacifism and Politics 


WINIFRED GREENFIELD (PN Feb. 12) 

seems to misinterpret the word “politics.” 
Its only meaning is participation in the 
Government of society. 

In democracy whatever is done is done in 
our name. Uniess we are to abuse our respon- 
sibilities and the freedom we hold dear, we 
must make some contribution to society. One 
way of doing this is to decide what principles 
and form society must adopt and to influence 
one’s fellows by democratic means. The most 
efficient way of doing this is to organise in the 
form of a party. Admittedly if political 
discipline is too strict it may clash with con- 


science, but I fail to see why the two need 
necessarily be incompatible. 

I think the quality and balance of ideas 
achieved in Peace News is something of which 
the pacifist movement should be proud. 

“PYAG.” 

(Name and address supplied). 


Communists and pacifists 


PANY sincere people join forces with so- 
11% called Communist bodies because they 
appear to be the outstanding forces working 
for peace, and the appeal of active work is 
more acceptable to those former than mere 
passive acceptance of pacifist principles. If we 
agree on the vital need for world peace, then 
we shall ignore Communists, (not Communism) 
to our cost. We must be realistic in our accep- 
tance of the fact that there are millions in the 
eastern half of our globe with whom we must 
co-operate. How else can we have peace? 

Finally might I add that I too have worked 
in co-operation with Communists in the peace 
movement, and I would say that it isn’t every 
Communist who insists that you help to blow 
up the Houses of Parliament or rob the 
Duchess of her mink. 

C. B. WOOD. 
294 Selly Oak Road, 
Birmingham, 30. 


Pacifists and the BBC 


JPROMPTNESS by pacifists in protesting 

against misrepresentation is commendable, 
but we ought not to be remiss in expressing 
approval to speakers when we hear our views 
put forward. This sometimes occurs in discus- 
sions and answers to questions and some of the 
speakers would doubtless be encouraged by 
letters of thanks to counteract some of the 
abusive ones they receive. 

C. E. TRITTON. 


Ringmer, Sussex. 


POINTS FROM LETTERS 


@ President Eisenhower is quoted as saying 
he sent technicians to Indo-China to prevent 
American troops “becoming involved in 
another bloody, shooting war.” This sort of 
reasoning how to keep out of war by order- 
ing men to get into it, is not clear. Should 
any individual be vested with authority to 
bind the nation? should the electorate support 
such a one-man, provocative decision?— 


Louis Obed Renne, 114 Cornell Rd., Menlo 
Pk, Calif, USA 

@ Minnie Pallister at a sale of work said: 
“We are rearming Germany—we are rearming 
Japan. Why not be truthful and say the British 
and American Governments? The people have 
no say in the matter—Mrs. E. M. Rackham, 
35 High St., Tring, Herts. 

@ Do we hear ecclesiatics calling for a halt 
to this “endless killing? ” No, that honour is 
left to the world’s greatest and sanest states- 
man, Pandit Nehru; and he a Hindu, to 
orthodoxy a “heathen.”—Evelyn M. Clarke, 
21 Arthur Rd., Bexhill-on-Sea. 


@ Edward Corby (PN February 19) asks for 
a campaign aimed at international correspon- 
dence. He and others may care to note that 
there are already several organisations with 
this object. The World Club is one of them. 
With headquarters in Germany, the World 
Club has for the past twenty-five years “ paired 
off” among pacifists, and like-minded people. 
I should be happy to supply further informa- 
tion to your readers—Ronald Eames, 1 Oak- 
hill Park Mews, Hampstead. N.W.3. 


@ The number and diversity of Resolutions 
to the AGM of the Peace Pledge Union is 
an encouraging sign. It shows a disposition 
among members to create events rather than 
to wait upon them. 


Britain awaits a lead from pacifists and the 
PPU ought to be alive to give it. I hope we 
have the best attended and liveliest: AGM for 
years. I hope we can decide upon a challeng- 
ing and virile programme and devote time and 
study to working it out.—A. Leaper, 22 Bar- 
rington Avenue, Hull. 


@ ‘The war guilt of the whole Established 
Church is certainly true, but the basic elements 
of Christianity are certainly to be found in 
many sections of that Church in their tolerant 
and fairminded outlook with regard to con- 
scientious objection and in many cases giving 
valuable assistance to those in need while not 
necessarily agreeing with them. The Christian 
Science Church however, seems to be some- 
what lacking in these basic elements of 
Christianity—M. L. Saint, 119 Richmond 
Park Road, S.W.14. 


@ Sybil Morrison seems puzzled by Sir John 
Slessor’s reference to ‘“‘ humane bombing” by 
the RAF on the Indian frontiers between the 
wars. 


I have seen it alluded to as “ cattle bombing 
expeditions.” Just one more instance of cruelty 
to animals preceding and encouraging cruelty 
to human beings.—B. E. Kidd, Hoe Cottage, 
Peaslake, Surrey. 
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UP AND UP IN 
THE USA 


A. J. Muste—Secretary Emeritus of the 
American FoR—and Russell Johnson, Peace 
News’ US Circulation Manager, in front of the 
sales chart in our US Sales Office. 


At the beginning of January, exactly as 
scheduled, American circulation hit 500 and 
rocketed off the top of this initial target graph. 
The Air Express Edition became a practical 
proposition, and sales are now half-way up the 
next sheet—top-line figure 1,000 circulation 
weekly. Target for 1954, two thousand US and 
Canadian readers. 


American Fellowship of Reconciliation mem- 
bers are rolling in their subscriptions in 
response to a personal letter from the Inter- 
national FoR’s world travelling secretary, 
Muriel Lester, who is herself an enthusiastic 
worker for Peace News. 


American readers! Everyone of you is 
needed to back this drive to establish a Trans- 
Atlantic weekly pacifist newspaper. In your 
peace group, your church, on the campus, 
among your friends, you can make new readers 
for Peace News and help to strengthen the 
world pacifist movement. 


You can get free sample copies, promotion 
leaflets, and bulk supplies at 75 cents for twelve 
from: Russell Johnson, Peace News US Sales 
Offices, c/o. American Friends’ Service Com- 
mittee, 130 Brattle Street, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


The Yorkshire Moors 

Readers of Peace News cordially invited to 
HOLLYBROOK GUEST HOUSE 

Queens Road Ukley (Tel. 384) 

Reasonable terms, children welcomed, excellant centre, 

conferences, etc. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


As this 1s a free service, we reserve the 
tight to select for publication notices sent in 
We nevertheless desire to make it as complete 
a service as we reasonably can, and therefore 
urge Organisers of events to: 


1. Send notices to arrive mot later than 
Monday morning. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place 
(ball, street); mature of event; speakers, 


organisers (and secretary’s address)—preferably 
in that order and style. 


Friday, March 12 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: 8 p.m.; Adeyfield 
Hall. Film Show and Discussion. PPU. 

LONDON: 7 p.m.; Oak Room. Kingsway 
Hall. Rev. Leonard P, Barnett, BD, ** Peace 
in our time—What can Youth do?’ Tea. 
§.30 10 6.30. MPF. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS: 7.30 p.m.; 28 East 
Cliff Rd. Discussion Mtg. ‘' Peace is the 
Will of God." Jack Nutley. FoR. 


Saturday, March 13 


GLASGOW : 3 p.m.; Community Ho., 214 
Clyde St., C.l. Mr, John P. Watt, ‘* The 
question of Politics." Church of Scotland 
Peace Society and FoR. 


Monday, March 15 


LONDON, N.W.10: 8 p.m.; Acton Lane 
School, Public Mtg, Stuart Morris, ‘* My Visit 
to America.” PPU, 


Tuesday, March 16 


RICHMOND: 8 p.m.; Vernon Hall, Vernon 
Rd., E. Sheen. Group AGM. Speaker, Connie 
Jones. PPU. 

MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.:; Deansgate Bliz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air meeting. Local 
Methodist ministers and others, MPP, 


Wednesday, March 17 

DERBY: 7.45 p.m.; Temperance Ho., 110 
Osmaston Rd. Public Mtg. ‘‘ Challenge to 
Youth and You.”” Rey, Donald Pipe. Chair, 
Cnclr, Stuart Harper. PPU. 

NOTTINGHAM: 430 p.m.; Nottingham 
University Peace Society, Stuart Morris, 
“American Experiences." 7.30 p.m.; Adult 
School Rooms, Friars Lane. Stuart Morris. 
Nattingham Group Meeting PPU. 

LONDON, N.4: 7° p.m.; Pacifist. Youth 
Action Group mig. 3 Blackstock Rd., Finsbury 


Pk. 

OXFORD: 730 p.m.; 19 Park End St. (nr. 
Sin), Basit Francis, “Call of the Hour.” 
PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1 : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Sheppard 
Ho., 6 Endsleigh St. Meeting of Non-violence 
Commission. PPU. 


Thursday, March 18 
HUDDERSFIELD: 7.30 p.m; Halifax 
Friends’ Mtg. Ho., Clare Rd. Stuart Morris, 


** American Experiences." PPU, 

HALIFAX: 7.15 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
Clare Rd. Stuart Morris, ‘A Pacifist Visits 
America.””. PPU. 

LEYTONSTONE : a. D.m.; Friends’ Mtg. 
Ho., Bush Rd, Mr. *Btowning, ‘ Russia’s 
Internal Policy.” PPU. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen Sit. Weekly 
junch-hour Service of Imtercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and Jaymen of 
different denominations, 


LONDON, W.C.2 : 12.30 p.m.; Lincoln's Inn 


Fields. Open-air mtg. Sybil Morrison. PPU. 
Friday, March 19 

HULL: 7.30 p.m.; Co-operative  Inst., 

Kingston Sq. Stuart Morris, ‘* Ellis Isiand 


and my American Tour.”’ Admission 6d. PPU. 


Saturday, March 20 


SOUTHAMPTON: Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
Ordnance Rd. Southern Area Conference. Tom 
Wardle, ‘The Challenge of our Time." 
3.30 p.m.; ‘‘ The Problem." 6 p.m.; ‘' What 
We Can Do About It.** PPU. 


Saturday—Sunday, March 20-21 


SOUTHPORT : Commence 3 p.m. Saturday ; 
Seaview Hotel, Bold St. Merseyside Area 
Conference, ‘* Peace in the Atomic Age.” 
Chairman, Harold Guite. FoR. 


Sunday, March 21 


LONDON, W.11: 3.30 p.m.; Studio, 29 
Addison Ave. (nt. Hoiland Pk. Si.). Pacifist 
Universalist Service. Discourse, Rev. W. J. 
Piggott, ‘‘ Some Experiments for World Peace.’ 
PPU Religion Commission. 


Tuesday, March 23 


STREATHAM: 8 p.m.; 15 Woodbourne 
Ave., S.W.16. ‘‘ A Programme for Pacifists.”" 
Discussion. APF. 

HARROW : 7.30 p.m.; Little Arden Cottage, 
South Hill Ave. (nr, Harrow Stn.). Meeting to 
revive the Harrow PPU Group. Speaker, 
Connie Jones. PPU. 


Thursday, March 25 


LEYTONSTONE : 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Rd. Group Discussion, PPU. 

LOWESTOFT : 7.30 p.m.; Council Chamber, 
Town Halil. Public Mig. Rev. Clifford H. 
Macquire, ‘‘ Three Weeks in the Soviet Union.” 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies : Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication. 


MEETINGS 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Every 
Tuesday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary and 


Scientific Institute. 18 Queen Square, Bath. 
All welcome. 


KING'S WEIGH House Church, Doke St., 


nr. Bond St. Tube. Sunday at 7 pm. The 
Gospel of Peace. Rev. Claud M. Coltman, 
MA, B.Litt. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 


ACTIVE PACIFIST, wife, child, seek 
ground-floor flat, Londan. Box No. 535. 

GERMAN married (33 years) to English girl 
wishes to rent cottage with few acres of land. 
Any suggestions ? Box No. 548. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340. I. and H. Shayler, 27 
Hamilton Park, N.5. 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


UCKFIELD, Sussex. Picturesque cottage, 


3 bed, bath, 2 rec. Main services. Garden. 
Possn. Freehold £1,525. Apply: St. John 
Smith & Son, Uckfield (Tel. 280/1. 
~~ HOLIDAYS 
BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). Small Guest 
House near sea. H & C all rooms. Personal 


supervision. Vegetarian and ordinary diet. 


. Chambercombe Pk. 


Norah Bailey, Court Green, 18 Glen Rd. Tel.:i 


33621. 

BRYN TANAT Comfortable country bouse 
in Welsh border area, 7 miles from Oswestry, 
H & C and radiators most bedrooms, comfort- 
able beds. Good library, radio/television 
available. Three lounges. Vegetarian catering 
oe Mrs, Highfield, Liansantffraid, Mont., 

ales. 
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by POST or from a NEWSAGENT 


Postal Subscription Rates 


Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mall) : 
Twelve wks. Ss.; 24 wks. 108; One yr. 21s. 


AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


India, Africa, Near East; 
Twelve wks. 8s.: 24 wks. 16s.; One yr. 34s. 


Australia, New Zealand and Far Fast; 
Twelve wks. 93.: 24 wks. 183: One yr. 38s. 


TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 
READERS: 


Home or Abroad : 28. 6d. for nine weeks 


AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and all parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office, c/o American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. (mailed on publication day) 
$4 year. $2 six months, 
New readers; 3 months trial, $1. 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to me weekly 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS is 
pubiilshed weekly as a national newspaper af 
the retall price of 4d. It Is obtainable by 
your wholesaler at the usual rates from the 


BULGARIA. First depart. April 11, then 
weckly from May 15. For full programme 14 
countries send s.a.e. to Holiday Friendship 
Service, 5 Goodwins Ct., London, W.C.2. 


COME TO the Dolomites with the Vegetarian 
Social Club. Write Cyril H. Oliver, 7 Selborne 
Rd., Hford, Essex. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL. Holidays io 
Friendly Guest Houses. Dawlish and Newquay. 
Exceptionally good value. Excursions con- 
ducted. Illustrated brochure 11 free from: 
Douglas Bishop, ** Fairfield,’’ Dawlish, Devon 
(Tet. 2154). 


EASTERN LAKES. Remote Tudor home- 
stead amid mountains and becks for strenuous 
or restful holidays. Very comfortable; log 
fires; all diets. Joe Rowley and Robert & 
Eulalia Horniman, Stanegarth, Bampton, 
Penrith, Cumberland. 


EDINBURGH, 10. Nile Grove Hotel, Ex- 
cellent cuisine (orthodox or vegetarian), en 
pension terms till June. £1 is. per day. 
Teleahone $4382). 

FRESHWATER BAY, IoW. Dimbola. 1954 
Brochure ready. Special terms January/May. 
S. Stoner, Dimbola, Freshwater Bay. 

GALWAY. Centre for Connemara and Aran 
Islands. Bathing, golf, fishing. Select accom- 
modation. Excellent cooking. 5} gns. weekly. 
June to September. “* Rockwell," Lower 
Salthill, Galway. 

HEATHERBY VEGETARIAN GUEST- 
HOUSE invites visitors. Large sun verandah 
overlooking sea. Southway, Sidmouth. Phone : 

ILFRACOMBE, Pinehurst Guest House, 
Overlooking lovely valley 
and sea. All modern amenities. Near beaches. 
Free parking. 44-6 gns. 

Mrs. HINE welcomes guesis who appreciate 
well-balanced vegetarian food reform meals. 
Bungalow one mile from sea, lovely country 
walks. Good bus and train service to South 
Coast resorts. Special terms up to June |}. 
“* Shiloh,”’ Inlands Rd., Nutbourne, Chichester, 
Sussex. Telephone Emsworth 2887. 

OGMORE-BY-SEA, Glam. Cawley, ‘‘Rock- 
leigh,’ Craig-yr-Eos Rd., near sea ; vegetarians 
catered for, Tel.: Southerndown 10. 


RYE. “ Simon the Pieman ”* Tearooms, Lion 
St., Rye, offer full board and accommodation. 
Tel.: Rye 2207. 

802. 

SEA PALLING, NORFOLK. Quiet village 
near Broads. Glorious sands. Carefree holi- 
days, comforn, good food (Vegn. optional. 
Woodbine Guest House. Phone Hickling 236. 


SWANAGE. Vegetarian Guest House. Own 


garden produce. Children welcomed. ** Wave- 
ney,” Park Rd. Phone: 2804. 


THE ATLANTIC Guest House, Bude, offers 
comfort, good food and good company amidst 
glorious coastal scenery. Free Brochure from 
Joan and Arnold Lomax, Tel. 447. 

THREE-BERTH Gipsy Caravan to let holi- 
days. Private site Hampshire. Sea. New 
Forest. 60 Queens Rd., Teddington, Middx. 


PERSONAL 

CHRISTIANITY, an all-pervading imtelli- 
gence in a stupid world reacting thoughtlessly ? 
For free, friendly appoiniment ring Cundy, 
WEL 6036. 

ELIJAH COMING before Christ. World’s 
only hope for peace. Wonderful book free. 
Megiddo Mission, wept. 7, Rochester, NY. 


Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Rd., Londoa, N.4.; USA. 


INTRODUCTIONS. Friendship or marriage; 
home and overseas. V. C. C., 34 Honeywell, 
London, S.W.11. 


WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


EDUCATIONAL 
SPEECH TRAINING and elocution. Accents 
corrected. Conversational! English. Public 
speaking. Private or class tuition. PRI 3605, 
6-9 p.m. 


LITERATURE 


AMERICAN READERS. Save up to 70% 
on timely books. Send for latest fist of book 
specials. Wellington’s Bookshop, 346 Concord, 
Belmont, Mass. 

ATTENTION DRAMA GROUPS! English 
playwright offers The Old School Tie, smart 
modern comedy, mildly satirising Public School 
system. Principal character peace protagonist. 
E. M. Godwin, 1432 No. Occidental Blvd., 
Hollywood, Calif., USA. 

CATHOLICS AND — INTERNATIONAL 
WAR. Discussion booklet, 4d., post paid. 
BM, Jonib, London. W.C.1, 

FOR YOUR MEETING. Don’t forget that 
Housmans can supply all your literature 
requirements and quantities of Peace News. 
Send a postcard to Housmans Bookshop 
(Peace News), 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends" Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd... London. 

RELIGION AND THE MODERN WORLD. 
Special Spring number of The Plain View, the 
Humanist Quarterly, articles by 3. H. Oldham, 
Lance Whyte, H. J. Blackham, J. B. Coates, 
and others. Is. !4d. (post free) from 4a 
Inverness Place, London, W.2, 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a local 
office of the Ministry of Labour or a 
scheduled employment agency If the applicant 
is a man aged 18 to 64 or a woman aged 18 
to 59 Inclusive unless he or she, or the 
employment, is excepted from the provisions 
of the Notification of Vacancies Order, 1952. 

LADY CLERK, typist, desires post among 
constructive thinkers, Knowledge of  short- 
hand. Also good knowledge of music. 
London, W.C. or W. preferred. Box No. 549, 

FIRST-CLASS  duplicating/typing. Mabel 
Byles Secretarial Service, 395 Homsey Rd., 
N.19. ARC 1765, Ext. 1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE WORK is available for all volun- 
teers at Peace News office. Daytime and every 
Wednesday evening we shall be grateful for 
help. Write, phone or just drop in to Peace 
News (STAmford Hill 2262), 3 Blackstock Rd. 
labove Fish & Cook, stationers), Finsbury 
Park, N.4. 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 


WANTED NOW for British Peace Cttee's 
Spring Fait, London, Apri] 9 and 10. Offers 
of material of all kinds, gifts for sale, plants, 
jams, preserves, tinned food, cakes, furniture, 
foreign stamps, money and helpers, ta 81 City 
Rd., E.C.1, 


CLE 0383. 


EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


Page Six 


PEACE NEWS 


March 12, 1954 


SYBIL MORRISON 


OPPOSING THE [Parliamentary polemics 
WAR ESTIMATES 


What they mean to the tax payer 


[7 is a good sign that rank and file Labour MPs continue to fight the Service 


Estimates. 

Why should these huge sums be allowed to 
slip through with only a few speeches from 
Members’ MPs with constituency grievances 
and reminiscences from pensioned-off Army, 
air and naval officers. . 

That has been too often the case in recent 
years and we have been left with the spectacle 
of a few tired out people passing large sums 
of public money after very little discussion 
and without the House having any special idea 
of how the money is to be spent. 

But this year the Parliamentary Labour 
Party has committed itself to a reduction both 
in the length of National Service and in the 
amount of Defence Expenditure. > * 

So the logical thing to do is to criticise 
Air, Navy and Army Estimates regularly. 

These enormous sums imply continued 
heavy taxation. The Glasgow Herald (Feb. 
19, 1954) told us: 

“ I¢ now seems clear that the £1,600,000,000 
to £1,640,000,000 level of defence expenditure 
will operate for at least three years to come. 
It should interest taxpayers to know that this 
represents 7s. 6d. in the £1 of all Govern- 
ment expenditure. 

“I¢ swallows up the entire yield of the 
taxes on tobacco and cigarettes, wines, spirits, 
beer, entertainments, betting, motor vehicles 
and petrol and the purchase tax ! 

“Such is the price of security!” 


Kept the House sitting 


So MPs are hardly entitled to grumble at 
the high taxation when the Budget comes to 
be introduced, if they have voted this 
£1,600,000,000 beforehand. . 

If we are to continue spending this sum on 
defence, no Labour Government will ever be 
able to fulfil the promises in “Challenge to 
Britain.” 

That was why a small grou 
House of Commons sitting 
the Air Estimates. 

It requires a hundred Government support- 
ers before the closure can be carried and in 
the early hours of last Friday morning there 
were not enough Tories there. 

During the last couple of hours, there were 
only five of us left on the Labour benches, 
but we discovered that on the motion “ to 
report progress” we could speak as often as 
we liked. 

So we spoke over and over again. It was 
our way of demonstrating against the House 
of Commons passing the £500,000,000 of pub- 
lic money for the Air Force and the Govern- 
ment’s attempt to rush things through without 
anything like adequate discussion. 

I write this on the morning of the debate 
on the Navy Estimates. I hope we will be 


BEHIND THE NEWS 
%* From page two 


colonialism which brings them now to the 
point where they support the action of Mr. 
Lyttelton in deposing the Kabaka of Buganda. 

Prominent among the reasons for this have 
been the views of Sir Andrew Cohen, des- 
cribed in last week’s New Statesman as “a 
Colonial Governor whose advice no Socialist 
can afford to brush aside.” 

Sir Andrew Cohen sees the development of 
Uganda in terms dear to the heart of latter- 
day Socialists, ‘“‘a unitary conception for, 
among other reasons, its more economic use of 
the few available men trained in administra- 
tion.” 

This attitude of “the Fabians know best” 
is rather more repugnant than the swashbuckl- 
ing imperialism of the unlamented past. 

It is so because it is a betrayal of the 
principles that used to mark Socialists and 
Socialist thought. 

In concurring in the Kabaka’s dethronement 
for the sake of “ development,” the Socialists 
have taken another step, along with conscrip- 
tion, rearmament, bombing in Malaya, the 
deposition of Seretse Khama, Central Africa 
Federation, down the slope to moral perdition. 
They lose any right to complain about Malen- 
kov’s methods. 


TOLD BRIEFLY 
Musical Evening for PN 


Next Friday evening, March 19 (not March 12 
as incorrectly announced last week) a social 
evening open to all readers of Peace News 
and their friends will be held in the Friends 
Meeting House at 52 St. Martins Lane, 
London, W.C.2. (near Leicester Square 
Station). Refreshments will be served from 
6.30 to 7.30, and followed by a programme 
of music introduced by the Editor of Peace 
News, J, Allen Skinner. Nancy Edmonds, 
soprano, will give songs by Bach and other 
composers, verse will be read by George 
Gregory. Harry Mister, tenor, will sing 
traditional and popular ballads. 


Pacifism was front page news Jast week in the 
large-circulation Birmingham Mail. | The 
paper carried a prominent report of Peace 
News’ story of pacifist protest at misrepre- 
sentation on the BBC. “The Archers,” the 
BBC daily serial which included the offend- 
ing implications against pacifism, deals with 
the life of a Midland farming family and it 
was probably for this reason that the item 
was featured. Nevertheless a full report was 
given. Birmingham pacifists lost no time in 
getting Peace News sellers on the streets 
ae ee the vendors of the Birmingham 

ail. 


of us kept the 
or 17 hours on 


able to put up a good show on this occasion, 
too. 


For the Admiralty is demanding 
£353,000,000 for a Navy which has become 
an obsolete anachronism as a result of the 
developments in atom warfare. 


The Admiralty goes on demanding huge 
sums as if the explosion at Monte Bello had 
never taken place. A few atom bombs directed 
at our big estuaries will put the Navy in great 
difficulties. 


Nothing was left of the naval vessel bombed 
at Monte Bello. It just disappeared. 


If it ever came to a hot war, Britain could 
be destroyed and the Navy would be power- 
less to prevent it. 


As for the Army there is the bill for 
£535,000,000 at a time when we have less 
soldiers in Britain for the alleged purpose of 
defending us, than there have been in any 
other year in recent history. 


The Labour Party’s duty 


This is the position after three years of 
rearmament, in the year when we were to 
argue with the Russians from a position of 
strength! 

The British taxpayer is being bled, our 
young folk are being conscripted, our indus- 
trial future is being jeopardised, we may find 
ourselves in war. 

When is the Labour Party going to wake up 
and realise that its duty is to be a really 
vigorous opposition ? 


VICTOR YATES 


to which it has been glued during recent 
years, and the change is welcomed by the 
group of MPs who have consistently opposed 
conscription. 


The cost of “ Defence” for this year exclud- 
ing American Aid is £1,639,900,000. After 
deducting American Aid the cost is about 
Ils. 6d. per week per head of the population: 


A man, wife and three children will this 
year contribute the sum of £2 17s. 6d. every 
week towards “ Defence.” 


The Social structure will gradually break with 
the weight of this burden, slum _ schools, 
medieval prisons, overcrowded hospitals are 
the consequence, whilst the diseased and 
impoverished masses in underdeveloped areas 
remain in anguish. 

MILITARY CLICHES 


Yes! say our militarists, but all will be well 
when we are strong. Peace will come when we 
have demonstrated the striking power of our 
mighty arms. Our arms are the emblem of 
peace. Impossible for any other nation to have 
arms for such a noble purpose. 


Mr. Lipitsky, a Russian writing in Soviet 
News a few days ago thinks otherwise. He 
says: 

“The Soviet Union did not create its 
army for the sake of seizing foreign terri- 
tories and enslaving foreign nations .. . 
Bearing in mind the existence in the world 
of aggressive forces, the Soviet Union is 
maintaining and strengthening its army in 
the interests of peace and progress. The 
Soviet Army is a mainstay of peace and the 
security of the peoples.” 

Malenkov and Molotov could _ therefore 
endorse every word uttered by our Prime 
Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, when he said: 

“ Peace is our aim and strength is the only 
way of getting it.” 

How. illogical after centuries of trial and 
error. Oceans of blood have been shed in the 
belicf that peace can be secured by the 
weapons of war. 

ATOM STRATEGY 

When I was in Omaha, USA, I was reminded 
that this city is the headquarters of the 
American Strategic Air Command. 

There are 150,000 highly trained men ready 
for an offensive whenever they receive the 
word “Go” and they are to work as a “ Fire- 
brigade’ operating from a large number of 
basses surrounding the Communist world. USA 
News and World Report (Oct. 23, 1953), stated 
that A-Bombs could be dropped on Russia 
within two hours: 

“Within weeks SAC bombers can cause 
as much destruction as that caused by the 
combined allied bombers in Europe and the 
Far East in all four years of World War II. 

““More than 1,000 bombers are ready, 
three or four of which could destroy almost 
any Russian city. 

“ H-bombs when available will assure total 
destruction over a target area within a radius 
of 10 miles from the centre of the explosion. 
One of these will destroy Moscow or any 
other Communist target.” 

To understand this is to appreciate the fear 
expressed by Mr. Molotov at Berlin. Referring 
to the network of bases in foreign countries 
erected by certain powers, he said: 

“They say this is being done in the inter- 
ests of Defence, although neither those who 
say so nor those who listen believe these 
statements. On the other hand it is perfectly 
obvious that the building of American bases 
on the territories of some Near and Middle 
Eastern States has nothing to do with defen- 
sive purposes.” 

There could not be a clearer example of 
the fear which armaments breed. Equally Mr. 


I do not myself understand how the leaders of the Opposition cun vote for the policy 
of arming the Germans and at the same time urge that we should weaken our necessary 


counterpoise of strength . 


.. The French will certainly think it odd that the leaders of 


the British Socialist Party should vote for German rearmament one week and British 


disarmament the next. 


—The Prime Minister. Defence Debate, March 2, 1954. 


In parts of the world where standards of living are low -and where the social system 


is very bad, the Communists are able to pose as deliverers .. . 


in backward areas the 


people think that the Communists have something to offer ... The appropriate resistance 


therefore is not merely armaments . . 
standards in those areas. 


S I remarked last week, writing before 

the Defence Debate had taken place, 
there could be nothing in it relevant at all 
to pacifism, and this turned out to be the 
truth. 


The Labour Party amendment—which had as 
its preamble: “While in no way departing 


REGISTRATION DAY 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


MPHE next registration of conscripts and 
conscientious objectors takes place on 
Saturday, March 20, when young men_ born 
between April 1 and June 30, 1936, are 
required to register. aay 
The Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1., 
would be glad to supply information about the 
procedure to any young man who intends to 
register as a conscientious objector. 


A poster parade demonstration against the 
call-up will assemble at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, Euston, W.C.1, 
at 10.30 a.m. on March 20, for a two-hour 
march through the West End of London. 
All London readers of Peace News are in- 
vited to join this action as poster bearers 
of leaflet distributors. 

Supporting actions are also being taken at 
Bow (East London), Manchester, and by the 
Pacifist Youth Action Group and other groups. 


ane 


@ From 
page one 


Molotov fails to understand the fear created 
by the massive military forces erected by 
Russia. 

HALT THE MONSTER 


Every reduction of arms will assist to restore 
lost confidence. 


It will certainly reduce the poison which 
destroys the prospect of negotiations. Conscrip- 
tion should be attacked, and the campaign to 
abolish it should be sustained. 


When the militarists can no longer rely upon 
the youth of the nation being shovelled into 
thelr ranks, then shall we be able to halt the 
Military Monster and enter the path of inter- 
national understanding, leading to World Peace. 


PUERTO RICO 


1 From page One 


lution through the UN which relieves them 
of making further reports to the Trustec- 
ship Council, on the grounds that Pucrto 
Rico is now self-governing. This leaves 
Puerto Rico with no way to get a hearing 
in the UN. 


Corruption 


As to whether the desire for independence 
1s confined to a tiny minority, the present 
Governor, Munoz Marin, was himself elected 
in 1948 on a platform of independence. After 
he had become entrenched in oflice, he changed 
his mind about the desirability of ‘indepen- 
dence! 

There is so much poverty and unemploy- 
ment that one of the few job opportunities is 
working for the government, and no one can 
hold such a position unless he votes and speaks 
in favour of Marin. In addition, the thousands 
on government relief dare not speak against 
the Marin regime without fear of losing their 
poor livelihood. 

All government workers are forced to “ kick 
back” a percentage of their salaries to the 
Popular Party. In Puerto Rico the Party is the 
Government and the Government is the Party. 

It seems there is plenty of evidence that 
political sentiment in Puerto Rico would 
favour independence if a real choice were 
offered. But without such evidence there 
remains the moral question of whether such 
political entities ought to be free to control 
their own destiny. The serious problem of 
preventing further outbreaks of violence on 
the part of Puerto Rican Nationalists could be 
solved promptly and properly by granting the 
island complete and immediate independence. 

Such a solution, it would seem, could also be 
recommended to other powers who cannot give 
up the idea that they have somehow or other 
been ordained to rule other peoples. 


CROSSMAN AND THE 
ATOM BOMBERS 


“JAM objecting to the use of millions of 

pounds on bombers which can only be 
used to drop atom bombs, and I am arguing 
that it is ruinous for this country, not only 
economically but morally, to accept it,” Mr. 
R. H. 8. Crossman (Lab., Coventry East) said 
in the House of Commons on Thursday night 
last week. 

He was one of a number of MPs who 
expressed their opposition to the Air Estimates 
in an all night session. The final speaker, Mr. 
Emrys Hughes MP sat down shortly before 
7 a.m, Friday morning. 

Extracts from the speeches, unreported in 
the popular press, will appear in Peace News 
next week. 


. one side of our policy must be the raising of 
—Mr. Attlee. Defence Debate, March 2, 1954. 


from our resolve to ensure adequate defences ” 
—was not forced to a division, but, by a 
parliamentary device the voting took place on 
a motion to accept the White Paper on 
Defence as it stood without the alteration 
proposed in the Labour amendment. 


This gave an opportunity for a full strength 
Labour invasion of the Lobbies, including the 
pacifists. But, nevertheless, it remains true that 
this was not a vote against the Government's 
policy of negotiation from strength, but merely 
against the allocation of that strength, and the 
amount of moncy to be spent upon it. 


Many pacifists may think they are in agree- 
ment (probably for the first time!), with 
Winston Churchill, who caustically remarked 
that it was not logical to want to rearm 
Germany and disarm Britain. 


But the truth is that the Labour Party is, 
fundamentally, in agreement with the idea of 
deterring Russia by force, and was not in fact 
proposing to disarm Britain. On the contrary, 
Mr. Strachey remarked: “We are tending to 
a position in which we have too many men 
chasing too few arms,” and his plea was for a 
reduction in man power and increased “ re- 
search, development, and production” of 
atomic weapons. 

The Prime Minister, while agreeing on the 
priority need for atomic weapons replied that 
“our armed forces have to guard us during 
what we hope will be long years of peace and 
minor bickerings, and to maintain continually 
a deterrent against aggression.” 


“Minor bickerings ” seems an odd thing for 
which to hope, but these are his words, and 
they indicate clearly the attitude of mind 
which relegates the suffeiings in Kenya, Korea 
and Malaya into such a category. 


* 


A major war is believed to be further off 
now than it once was, because of the great 
weight of armaments and armies, bombers and 
bombs, submarines and aircraft carriers. This 
was the opinion of all Parties in the House of 
Commons. 


It was, however, Mr. Attlee who pointed out 
what pacifists have for long tried to make 
clear, that the way to resist the spread of 
Communism is to prove to the backward 
countries that their salvation does not lie 
with the Soviet Union: that in fact social 
democracy can provide what they need to 
raise their standard of living while giving 
them, at the same time, the essential human 
right of political, personal and religious free- 
om. 

What a great lead Mr. Attlee could have 
given not only to the Labour movement, 
sianding as it scems to be at the moment, 
between the “devil” of an all out armaments’ 
race, and the “ deep sea” of an atomic defence 
programme, but to the churches, and indeed to 
the whole world. 

If he had raised his voice just one tone 
higher, to give a great call for disarmament as 
a preliminary to working for the development 
of an international policy of help for the 
backward areas, and the only sure foundation 
for peace, such a statement from the Party 
that was founded on the belief that the peoples 
of the world should unite in brotherhood, 
might have given confidence and courage, not 
only to the under-developed countries but to 
the people of Europe, and Russia and America, 
of China and India and the World. 

Great armaments and wars do not prevent 
the spread of Communism, but, on_ the 
contrary, create the very conditions in which 
it thrives; Mr. Attlee is right there, but the 
other side of his policy is wrong; it is still 
true that wars will cease when men and women 
and politicians refuse to fight them. 


we GRASMERE mere. 


In the heart of the Lake Olstrict. Rothay Bank 
for invigorating, refreshing holidays, easy walks or 
mountain climbs Modern amenities, flrst-ciass veg, diet. 


Open all the year round. Write: Isabel James Tel: 134 


Holiday suggestion... 


F r an inexpensive holiday why not axchange 
houses with a family wha may want to visit 
your locality 

Accommodation ads. cost only 3d a word, 
minimum 2s 6d. 


For congenial holidays support our advert'sers, 
or send s.a.e. for advice to 

PEACE EWS HOLIDAY BUREAU 
3 Blackstock Road, London N.4. 


Why not spend your Spring or Summer Holiday 
in the Lake District ? 


Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, fhe Heads, Keswick, 
Among Beaut ful Lake and Mountain Scenery, Offers 
Good Food, Comfort, Friend!y Atmosphere. 
Ann Horner. Tel.: Keswick 508. ¥.C.A. Member. 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 
Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4,_ by 


Published London, 


N.4, by 
Peace News Lid. Printed by The Goodwin Press (T.1J.), 
138 Fonthill Rd., London, N.4. 


